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ABSTRACT 

This document contains a summary of environmental 
education efforts in the public school systems of the 50 states plus 
the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. For each of the states or 
territories contact persons, addresses, phone numbers, and a sumroary 
of projects or environmental education initiatives at the elementary 
and secondary levels are listed. Where appropriate, the titles of 
documents and programs have been included. (CW) 



• Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be mde 
« from the original document. 



SUMMARY OF THE STATE ENVIRQKMENTAL EDUCATION INITIATIVES 



Listed below Is a suiiunazTf of environmental education efforts in 
the public school systems of the 50 states plus the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico- Contact persons in these states^ from 
whom further information can be obtained, are also included • 



MffH;' i f)un^}i»s n8»r tw»f»n m^i^ !o trhpfo^fi 



For additional information contact: 



Melba Meador 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Youth Programs 

401 M St. SW, A-108 

Washington, DC 20460 

(202) 382-4454 



Spring /Summer 1989 
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ALABAMA 
Ed Truitt 

Alabama State Department of Education 
416 State Office Building 
lontgomery, AL 36130-3901 
(205) 261-2823 



Environmental education in Alabama is an integral part of the 
State's science and social studies curricula for public school 
instruction at all levels. Since April, 1988, Project WILD has 
been implemented in the State through the joint efforts of the 
State Department of Conservation and Natural Rescurces, the State 
Department of Education, and the Troy State University Center 
for Environmental Research and Service. Workshope are organized, 
on a regular basis, for teachers throughout the Sta^e. 



ALASKA 
Peggy Cowan 

Office of Basic Education 
Department of Education 
801 West 10th Street, Box F 
Juneau, AK 99811-0500 
(907) 465-2841 

Alaska teachers are involved in a number of environmental 
education programs. Among them ares Alaska Sea/River Week, 
sponsored by the University of Alaska; Alaska Wildlife week, 
sponsored by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game; Teach About 
Geese, sponsored by the U.S. Pish and Wildlife Service; and the 
Alaska IJlesourcei Kiti Minerals, sponsored by the Alaska 
Department o£ Education. A description of these and other 
programs can be found in the publication, "Environmental 
Education Sampler." An "Environmental Education Resources 
Directory For Alaska," produced by the USDA Forest Service, is 
also available 
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ARIZONA 



Gene Gardner 
School Finance 

Arizona Department of Education 
1535 West Jefferson 
Phoenix, A2 85007 
(602) 542-3652 

Efforts in Arizona related to environmental education are 
undertaken by the Arizona Association for Learning About the 
Environment. The State Gaiiie 6 Fish Oepartatent also plays an 
active role in implementing Project WILD. Workshops on Project 
Learning Tree are also being organised by the Federal Soil 
Conservation Service. In addition, the Arizona Governor's 
Commission on the Environment plays a coordix^ting role in 
promoting environmental protection activities in the State. The 
State curriculum on science education is currently under revision 
and environmental education will be incorporated into the new 
curriculum. 



ARKANSAS 
Charles Brown 

School Statistics & Fiscal Services 
Arkansas State Department of Education 
#4 Capitol Mall 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
(501) 682-4258 

In Arkansas, environmental education skills are Incorporated into 
the Science Course Content Guides for grades 1-12. Students are 
tested on some of these skills in the Arkansas Minimum 
Performance Test, Both Project Learning Tree and Project WILD 
programs are being implemented throughout the State and the 
State's Science Teachers' Association is also assisting in the 
development of environmental education activities. These efforts 
are conducted in conjunction with the Meadowcreek Enviroiunental 
Education Center in Arkansas. 
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CALIFORNIA 

Betsy Olson, Coordinator 
Enviromnental Education Grant Program 
California State Department of Education 
P.O. Box 944272 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2720 
(916) 323-2602 

The California Education Cod© requires all elementary and 
secondary schools to provide instruction in the wise use of 
natural resources and protection of the environment in all 
appropriate grade and subject areas. Schools and local 
educators are encouraged to develop programs suited to the 
specific needs of the students they serve. The California State 
Department of Education provides a variety of programs and 
materials to assist schools in the implementation of 
environmental education efforts. In support of these efforts, 
the State has developed "Ekiatics - a Gu Ida for the Development 
of an Interdi sciplinary Environmental Education Curriculum . - 
providing guidelines to local educators for the development of 
an appropriate curriculum. Current State-Priority projects 
include the development of the superintendent's Point of View on 
Environmental Education, the revision of Ekistics as a broader 
philosophical statement, and the development and dissemination of 
the environmenttil education curricula and compendia of materials 
for several branches of environmental education, including water, 
energy, toxics, soils, urban issues, and air quality. In 
addition, the environmental education Grant Program annually 
awards grants to local educational agencies, governmental 
agencies and private, non-profit organizations for worthy 
environmental education programs benefiting students in 
kindergarten through grade twelve. The majority of the grants 
provide local assistance to schools and school districts. 
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COLORADO 
Dan, Stewart 

Office of Management Services 
Colorado Department of Education 
201 East Colfax 
Denver, CO 80203 
(303) 666-6647 

The Colorado State Board of Education initiated an effort to 
formulate a state plan for environmental education late in 1968, 
by organizing a meeting which involved a diverse group of 60 
people from across the State to discuss Environmental Education 
in K-12. Funds for a Colorado Enviromnental Education 
Information and Referral Center are currently being sought. A 
one-year pilot program to recognize educators attend a 

fifteen hour environmental education training program with a 
State Board of Education certificate will begin July 1. The 
Board also passed an Accreditation rule requiring school 
districts to have a written policy and procedure addressing 
hazardous materials. The Colorado Department of Education 
endorses both Project WII«D and Project Learning Tree, which are 
sponsored by the Colorado Division of Wildlife and the Colorado 
State Forest Service respectively. 



CONNECT :CUT 
David Cleaver 

Office of Research and Evaluation 
Connecticut Department of Education 
165 Capitol Avenue, Box 2219 
Hartford, CT 06145 
(203) 566-5469 

The State-mandated standard education curriculum areas do not 
include specific references to environmental education. 
Environaental education programs are, however, conducted by the 
State Department of Environmental Protection. These programs aim 
at aggressively seeking out and taking advantage of every 
opportunity to improve public awareness and understanding of 
environmental issues. Ongoing and planned programs include 
technical workshops and pre-service training for teachers, 
development and distribution of environmental education 
curriculum materials, and community involvement projects. Many 
programs have been developed by private environamntal groups, 
such as the Connecticut Outdoor Education Association, the 
University of Connecticut extension service, and numerous other 
nature centers in the State. 



ERIC 



6 



DELAWARE 



Wilmer Wise 

Planning, Research and Evaluation 
Delaware Department of Public Instruction 
Townsend Building, Box 1402 
Dover, DE 19901 
(302) 736-4583 

The State of Delaware requires all secondary science teachers to 
take three hours of pre- service training in environmental 
education before they can be certified. At present, efforts in 
environmental education vary in achool districts. A statewide 
Supervisor of Science and Environmental Education in the 
Department of Public Instruction is responsible for providing in- 
service programs to interested teachers. This office also 
organizes environmental education workshops for teachers. A plan 
to enhance environmental education was drafted by the 1988 
Delaware Governor's Environmental Legacy Committee. 
Recommendations included making environmental education 
mandatory in grades K-12, instruction in all Delaware public 
schools, establishment of a State-coordinated environmental 
education program, and pro^'iding supervisory and instructional 
support from a State Environmental Education Supervisor. 
Implementation of this plan requires enabling legislation and 
State appropriations. 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



Wendell J. Boyd 
Division of CurrlcuJum 
Langdon Elementary School 
20th & Evarts Streets, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20018 
(202) 576-7817 

While the District of Columbia haa no fonsal requirements for 
environmental education, the D.C. Public School Systwn (DCPS) 
does offer several environmentally oriented programs for its 
students s 

- The Nature Computer Camp offers an opportunity for students to 
gain an understanding and appreciation of the natural environment 
and to enhance their computer skills. Zn addition » it provides 
students the opportunity to make observations, identify 
variables, collect and analyze data, make inferences and 
interpretations, and draw conclusions. This program is open to 
students in grade 6. 

- The Thomas L. Ayers Outdoor Classroom Program (grades K-12) 
provides students with an understanding of the interdependence 
of people and their environments. Zn this program, students 
develop a personal value system that gives priority to rational 
and prudent use and management of their environment. 
Participating schools identify a problem affecting their school 
grounds and develop a plan for solving it. 

- The Model Elementary Science Program, through its Nature 
Classroom, provides an accessible in-town environmental learning 
center which utilizes the outdoors in a "hands-on," 
multidisciplinary manner. Students in grade 5 are the targeted 
population . 
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FLORIDA 
Roy I . King 

Enviromnental Education/Recycling Curriculum Services 
Florida Department of Education 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
(904) 487-2610 

The 1970 Florida Legislature passed the first of « series of 
laws, comprising the Environmental Education Act, which provides 
for coordination of a mandated envlronsiantal education program 
within the Department of Education. As a rMuXt of this effort, 
the Florida Master Plan and Action Guide For Environmental 
Education was written. In 1973, the legislation was amended to 
include implementation. This program operated until 1985, when 
the Legislature failed to allocate funds for the continuation of 
the program. in 1986, however, the Ziegialature created the 

f ^9y^4|i CffVingiii on Compreheneive Environmental Ed ucation 

(FCCEE). In 1987, FCCEE submitted the Comprehensive Plan for 
Environmental Education to the Governor, the Cabxnet, and the 
Legislature. The plan is currently being implemk^nted . An 
Interagency Environmental Education Coordinating Ccnnmi' tee was 
formed in 1987, and has been actively involved in joint projects. 
The Commissioner of Education and the Governor have both pledged 
their support and expressed interest in expanding legislative 
involvement with environmental education. Program staff within 
the Department of Education are currently (1989) developing 
guidelines for school recycling programs and 
developing/monitoring a grant proposal for curricula in the K-12 
grades of public schools. This was mandated by the 1988 Florida 
Legislature as part of a comprehensive solid waste management 
program. 
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GEORGIA 
Eugene Wallace 

Statistical Services Section 
Georgia Department of Education 
1654 Twin Towers East 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
(404) 656-2400 

The Georgia State Department of Natural Resources operates a 
variety of programs and activities promoting environmental 
education in the State. These include Project WILD workshops, 
educational tours on coastal ecology, and Interpretative 
programming tours and lectures in the State Parka and other 
historical sites. The State is divided into five regions, each 
served by a Regional Naturalist who works closely with teachers 
to arrange educational tours and activities, m December, 1988, 
an Elucational Task Force was named to recoranend improvements in 
these programs. In addition, the University of Georgia provides 
a resident environmental program which serves 500 schools in the 
southeast region of the State. Students attend a three-day 
program at one cf the five "club centers" where they are taught 
by their o^n teachers and other on-site staff members. The 
program is an extension of education in the school and special 
emphasis is placed on the environment. Since its inception in 
1979, the program has served over 100,000 students. 



HAWAII 

Catherine Kawaguchi , Environmental Education Specialist 
Office of Instructi.onal Services 
Department of Education 
Box 2360 

Honolulu, HZ 96804 
(808) 395-9252 

Environaental education in Hawaii is thematic and 
interdisciplinary. They integrate such programs as science, 
social studies, mathematics, language and fine arts, health, 
physical education, and practical and industrial arts. Emphasis 
had been placed on marine education; how«vsr, in recent years, 
efforts to develop instructional guides /curricula focusing on 
Ha%traii's unique terrestrial and aquatic scosyitems have been 
underway. The goal is to increase students' awareness and 
knowledge regarding the dynamic interactions, interrelations hips 
and interdependence between and among the narine, aquatic and 
terrestrial environments and the impact of huoans on th€H&. 
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lOAHO 

Robert E. Dutton 

Idaho Department of Education 

Jordan Office Building 

650 West State Street 

Boise, ID 83702 

(208) 334-2203 

In cooperation with the Idaho State Fish & Game Department and 
the U.S. Forest Service, the State Department of Education 
implements Project WILD and Project Learning Tree programs 
throughout the State. These programs fill the role of an 
environmental education curriculum in schools. The State 
Department of Education also organizes environmental education 
workshops for teachers and other e'fucators. To assist educators 
in Idaho, the State Department of Education, In cooperation with 
the Idaho Society for Energy and Environmental Education, 
prepares an Environmental Education Resource Guide which provides 
a source of information and materials for conducting 
environmental education in the schools. 



ILLINOIS 

J. Robert Sampson 

Curriculum Improvement Section 

Illinois State Board of Educt.tion 

100 NorT.. First Stre<?t 

Springfield, IL 62777 

(217) 782-2826 

The 1985 Illinois Education Reform Act requires all school 
districts to develop learning assessment plans in each of the six 
fundamental learning areas. The concepts and principles that 
are commonly a part of an environmental education program are 
incorporated into the goals and learning objectives of both the 
science and social science learning areas. Promotion of 
environaental education is also one of the major concerns of a 
mandated nine-member Conservation Education ;vdyi8ory Board 
consisting of private citizens and directors of the State 
Departments of Energy and Natural Resources, Conservation, 
Environmental Protection, Agriculture, and the State Board of 
Education. These agencies as members of the Board, coordinate 
the development of educational resource materials on an ongoing 
basis and design professional developswnt prograsis to assist 
teachers. Programs currently in use include Project WILD, 
Project Learning Tree, Natural Heritage Kits, and K^t^'re 
Discovery Kits. Groundwater Education Modules are also b«ing 
developed to provide students with Infozsnetlon and activities for 
improving water quality. 
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INDIANA 
Mary Parvey 

Education information and Research 
Indiana Department of Education 
State House, Room 225 
Indianapolis, IN 46202 
(317) 232-6646 

Environmental Science is a state-approved course which can 
qualify as one of the two science courses required for graduation 
from Indiana public high schools. Environnental studies are also 
taught as electives in high schools, and environmental 
objectives are integrated into the State Science Proficiencies 
test. To assist teachers in conducting environmental education, 
the State Department of Education has organised a higher 
education certification program for teachers in environmental 
subjects. State planning and coordination efforts are alto 
underway through the Indiana Conservation Education Working 
Group, whose main goal is to insure integration of natural 
resources and environmental concepts into the K-12 curriculum in 
all schools. It organizes conservation camps and workshops for 
teachers and provides professional exhibits and materials. 
Schools are also active in developing innovative environmental 
education programs. "Model" programs are identified and 
recognized by the Department of Education. The State has 
established a new program, "THE OUTDOOR CUVSSROOM, " to help 
schools develop additional environmental education programs. 
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IOWA 



Duane Tcomsen 

Bureau of Instruction and Curriculum 
Iowa Department of Education 
Grimes State Office Building 
Des Moines, lA 50319-0146 
(5X5) 281-3146 

The Code of Iowa specifies that environmental awareness and 
conservation of natural resources shall be taught as part of 
science in grades 1-12. To assist teachers in conducting 
environmental education, the State Departaent of Education 
provides various in-service training prograne such as 
Project WILD, Project Learning Tree, CLASS project, Iowa 
Developed Energy Activity Sampler, American Wilderness Leadership 
School, and Outlook. The Department of Education is also 
developing, in conjunction with the Dejwirtment of Natural 
Resources, an in-service program on groundwater for science 
teachers, which is scheduled for implementation in 1989. 



KANSAS 

Ann Harrison 

Program Planning & Evaluation 
Kansas Department of Education 
120 E. lOth Street 
Topeka, KS 66612 
(913) 296-3604 

There are presently no requirements for environmental education 
in Kansas public schools. The Kansas Department of Education, 
however, works closely with the Kansas Advisory Council for 
Environmental Education to involve school districts in promoting 
environmental education. 



KENTUCKY 



H.M. Snodgrass 

Office of Research and planning 
Kentucky Department of Education 
Capitol Pla"2a Tower, 1st Floor 
Frankfort, TCY 40601 
(502) 564-4770 

In Kentucky, environmental education is included in the Program 
of Studies issued by the Kentucky Department of Education. This 
program establishes curriculum guidelines for all public schools. 
To assist and support school districts in the formulation of a 
comprehensive K-12 environmental education program, the 
Department of Education published a docuiMfit entitled Guidelines 
for Environmental Educations The Kentucky Plan. Within the State 
Department of Education, environmental education efforts are 
coordinated by an enviro?unental education consultant whose task 
is to provide training programs and technical assistance to 
schools and to work closely with other State agencies. K 
curriculum guide for teachers on the State's threatened and 
endangered plants and animals is currently being developed by the 
consultant, in cooperation with the Kentucky Department of Fish & 
Wildlife Resources and the Kentucky Nature Preserves Commission. 
A Resource Guide containing information on agencies involved in 
environmental education and the services they provide has been 
published by the Kentucky Association for Environmental 
Education . 



LOUISIANA 



Michael Schouest 

Office of Research and Development 
Louisiana Department of Education 
3455 Florida Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
{504) 342-0090 

Louisiana's Department of Environmental Quality enlisted the 
expertise of 12 science teachers to prepare materials for 
students, the public, and teachers, on more than 100 
environmental topics. The educational project was implemented in 
response to hundreds of requests for information on several 
environmental topics. These included infectious wastes, 
hazardous household wastes, and the stability and purity of 
Louisiana aquifers. The primary goal of this effort is to inform 
the citizenry about the State's environmental issues in non- 
technical language. It was planned for elementary, as well as 
high school, students and designed to provide both teachers and 
students a wide range of topics. This Department has also 
developed and distributed informational packets on air quality, 
nuclear energy, solid and hazardous wastes, and water quality. A 
three-volume teaching guide entitled, "Environmental Educational 
Services,' has also recently been completed. 



MAINE 

Thomas Keller 

Maine Department of Education 
Station 23 
Augusta, ME 04333 
(207) 289-5925 

The Maine State Department of Marine Resources offers a variety 
of marine education programs to students and teachers (K-12). In 
addition, the State Department of Economic and Community 
Development's Office of Recycling is currently developing an 
education curriculum supplement and the State Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife will probably bec<»M involved with 
ongoing Project Wild activities. The Maine Department of 
Conservation is headquarters for a very active Projerrt Learning 
Tree Chapter. The Maine Environmental Education Association 
hosts an annual conference and publishes a newsletter. The Maine 
Audubon Society has a National Science Foundation grant to train 
teachers in the use of a four-volume series entitled "Science and 
Natural History t A Maine Studies Sourcebook." The Maine 
Departjnent of Educational and Cultural Services, with the Maine 
Conservation Foundation, maintains a facility, the Maine 
Conservation School at Bryant Pond, for teacher and student 
workshops. Various cairpuses of the University of Maine system 
also undertake environmental education activities. theze are 
several private environmental education institutions within 
Maine, such as the Chewonki Foundation, Hurricane Island, Outward 
Bound, and the Stone Environmental School. The University of 
Maine Cooperative Extension Service has recently entered 
formalized environmental education. 




MAR'.XAND 



Gary Heath 

EnvirDrunentai Education Specialist 
Division of Instruction 
Maryland Department of Education 
200 West Baltimore Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 
{301) 333-2312 

The Maryland State Board of Education recently adopted a new 
multidiaciplinary environmental education bylaw. It requires a 
comprehensive program of environmental education to bo taught at 
the early, middle, and high school levels, and places particular 
emphasis on instruction that asaistt students in applying what 
they learn in the different instructional areas. The Maryland 
State Department of Education (KSDE) will provide nearly $250,000 
in grants to Maryland school systems to assist them in 
implementing the new bylaw. The bylaw is part of a larger MSOE 
environmental education program that includes s 1} the review and 
revision of program requirements for the certification of new 
teachers; 2) consideration of the addition of an environmental 
education component to the Maryland Test of Citiienship Skills; 
3) increased coordination among the environmental education 
programs of State agencies; and 4} expanded efforts to address 
the environmental quality of the school facility. MSDE also 
mds two instructional programs of its own. One program targets 
Cfifted and talented students through intensive 1-2 week summer 
residential programs. The Estuarine Field Studies Program funds 
approximately 30,000 days of on-the-water and field-based 
environmental education programming. 



MASSACHUSETTS 



Thomas Collins 

Massachusetts Department of Education 
1385 Hancock Street, 4th Floor 
Quincy, MA 02169 
{617) 770-7203 

There are no State requirements regarding environmental education 
in Massachusetts public achooXs. Hinety-nine percent of all 
public schools in Massachusetts participate in the School 
Improvement Fund program. This program provides grants to 
individual schools £or the purpose o£ establishing innovative 
academic programs and expanded services to students. In fiscal 
year 1988, 59 percent of all schools reported using at Isast part 
of their grant lor the enhancement of science education. Mora 
than half of these programs involve a component of environmental 
education. School improvement funds have been commonly used to 
develop nature trails adjacent to the school in order to provide 
students with a season by season appreciation of the ecosystem. 



MICHIGAN 
Mozell P. Lang 

Michigan Department of Education 
P.O. Box 3000B 
Lansing, MI 48909 

The Michigan Department of Education works cooperatively witn 
environmental education agencies throughout the state. 
Cooperative efforts includes 1) co-sponsorship of the Michigan 
Alliance for Environmental fc Outdoor Education annual 
conference, 2) planning partnerships with Consumers Power 
Company, and 3) continuous %#ork with the Department of Natural 
Resources. Three major initiatives in the State includes 1) 
Groundwater Education in Michigan Schools; 2) Hasardous Waste 
Education regional conferences; and 3) Haste Information Series 
for Education. All of these programs have the potential to help 
develop in the State an appreciation for protection and 
improvesent of the natural environment. 
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MINNESOTA 



John Miller 

Environmental Education Specialist 
Minnesota Department of Education 
644 Capitol square Building 
550 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, KN 55101 
(612) 296-4069 

Minnesota statute MS 126.111 - 1969 requires the Depart»©nts of 
Education and Natural Resources to cooperatively develop, 
coordinate, and deliver environmental education programs and 
curricula state-wide. 



MISSISSIPPI 
Sarah Beard 

Bureau of Assessment & Compliance 
Mississippi state Department of Education 
Box 771 

Jackson, MS 39205 
(601) 359-3527 

Environmental education in Mississippi is incorporated into the 
State curriculum. Activities of Project Learning Tree (PLT) have 
been correlated with objectives of the Mississippi curriculum 
structure at the kindergarten, elementary, and secondary levels. 
Correlation docuiMnts have been produced to encourage and assist 
teachers in ueing PLT activities to help reinforce the skills 
named in the objectives. 
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MISSOURI 

Bertha McClaskey 

Missouri Department of Secondary & Elementary Education 
Box 480 

Jefferson City, MO iSlOl 
(314) 751-2569 

Although the State of Missouri has no specific requirements 
regarding environmental education, environmental issues are 
incorporated into the Core Competencies and yev Skills for 
Missouri Schools, published by the State Departannt of Education. 
This document contains a listing of learner outcomes that provide 
important guidelines for developing a curriculum. Environmental 
education efforts are also conducted by the State Department of 
Natural Resources. To secure future assistance in environmental 
protection, this Department promotes environmental education 
through the provision of college-credit courses for teachers and 
by sponsoring student activities. In addition, a variety of 
published materials are provided to teachers and to the public at 
no charge. 



MONTANA 
Bob Briggs 

Office of Public Instruction 
State Capitol 
Helena, NT 59620 
(406) 444-4439 

Montana has no mandated environmental education programs. All 
efforts in the State are conducted at the local level. The State 
does offer, however, a cadre of facilitators trained in 
environaentaX education to provide workshopf In curricula such 
as Project Wild, Project Learning Tree, Project Aquatics, 
Expedition Yellowstone, Conservation for Children, and other 
programs. Specialized programs are also developed upon request. 
In addition, a number of other envlronawntal education programs 
are offered by various conservation and environmental 
organizations across the State. They are designed to attract 
teachers so that they might improve their abilities to provide 
environmental education opportunities. 
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NEBRASKA 



Jim Woodland 

Nebraska Department of Education 
301 Centennial Mali South 
Lincoln, NE 68509 
(402) 471-4329 

Project WILD activities are conducted by the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission on an ongoing basis. Plans are currently 
underway to introduce Project Learning Tree into the public 
school system. 



NEVADA 

Ron Gutznan 

Basic Education Branch 

Nevada Department of Education 

400 West King, Capitol Complex 

Carson City, NV 89701 

(702) 885-3136 

The State of Nevada requires that environmental education be 
included in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary public 
schools of the State. The Superintendent of Public Instruction 
is responsible for coordinating the State's efforts in 
environmental education and developing instructionaX materials 
for use in these efforts. Project WILD and Project Learning Tree 
activities are carried out extensively in the state through the 
State Departsient of Wildlife and the Division of Forestry. 
Envlrona«ntal education Is also promoted through statewide 
organizations, such as the Northern Nevada Natural Resource 
Education Council and the Southern Nevada Natural Resources 
Education Committee. They organize taacher training sessions and 
other activities to promote natural resource education throughout 
the State. 



Si 



NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Joseph CalXanan 

Computer & Statistical Services 

New Hampshire Department of Education 

101 Pleasant Street 

Concord, NH 03301 

(603) 271-2778 

The New Hampshire State Board of Education recommends that 
schools include environmental education in all appropriate 
curriculum areas. Students are also required by State standards 
to complete a biological science course for graduation froai State 
approved secondary schools. A resource document. New Hampshire 
Environmental Educators Resource Book. From the Mountaine to the 
Sea , prepared by the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department has 
also been produced. It contains descriptions of the State's 
resources for environmental education r and also lists the goals, 
programs, and contact persons for each organization. 



NEW JERSEY 
Paul Cohen 

Division of General Academic Education 
New Jersey State Department of Education 
225 W. State Street 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
(609) 984-1805 

New Jersey has no envirozunental education requirements for public 
school teachers or students. Curriculum in the State is mainly 
the responsibility of local boards. The State is currently 
studying the feasibility of a State-supported course of study 
developed cooperatively by the Departments of Education and 
Environmental Protection. 
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NEW MEXICO 
Bev Graham 

State Department of Education 
Education Building 
Santa Fe, NM 87503 
(505) 827-6579 

The State of New Mexico currently haa no mandated enviromnenta 1 
education requirements for public achool teachers or students. 
However, extensive use of Project WILD is found in schools 
around the State. Other programs in use include Project 
Learning Tree, U.S. Fish & Wildlife materials , U.S. Forest 
Service posters and consultants, Soil Conservation Service 
consultants and services, the Rio Grande Nature Center, Garden 
Clubs and the Audubon Society. Teachers who have an 
environmental ethic find ways to integrate environmental 
education into those content areas, called competencies, that 
have been strictly delineated by legislation. One of the 
required science competencies. Recognizing Impacts, includes some 
societal/ science/ technological issues for study. 



NEW YORK 
Barry -amason 

New York State Education Department 
Albany, NY 12234 
(518) 474-5890 

New Ycrk State Education Law declares the last Friday in April of 
each year as Conservation Day, and requires ail public schools in 
the State to observs it through implementation of tree-planting 
or other resource conservation activities specified by the State 
Commissioner of Education. Environmental education goals, 
environmsntal understanding, and environmental activities are 
incorporated into appropriate subjects. In this way, 
environmental education instruction takes place as an integral 
part of the total school program. In addition, the State 
Department of Education has produced numerous environmental 
education supplemental materials. Dirrantly/ a new Unified 
Science syllabus, with special emphasis on environmental 
education, is being distributed. The Dapartaent also cooperates 
with the State Department of Environmental Conservation in 
sponsoring Project Learning Tree and Project WILD workshops 
throughout the State. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 

Margaret B. Hayden 

Federal Liaison Representative 

North Carolina Department of Public Instruction 

116 West jenton Street 

Raleigh, NC 27603-1712 

(919) 733-45913813 

In North Carolina, environraontal education forrua part of the 
State curriculum and environinental education objectives are 
integrated into the standard course of study at all grades and in 
all subjects. Environmental issues are thus taught as part of 
the basics, and special programs, such as Project Learning Tree, 
are conducted to supplement the State curriculum. The State 
Department of Education works closely with other state agencies 
in developing various environmental education projects. 



NORTH DAKOTA 

Ronald Torgeson 
Information & Research 

North Dakota Department of Public Instruction 
State Capitol 
Bismark, ND 58501 
(701) 224-2289 

The State of North Dakota is developing new science curriculum 
guides and environmental education is likely to be considered in 
that context. Also, the development of the new social studies 
guidelines will reflect concern for environmental issues. A 
proposal is being drafted to create a position within the 
Department of Public Instruction for an environmental science 
curriculum coordinator. This position will be jointly funded by 
this Department and the North Dakota Gamo and Fish Department. 
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OHIO 

John Hug 

Department of Education 
6 5 South Front Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
(614) 466-2211 

Many people and organizations are engaged in bringing quality 
environmental education to the citizens of Ohio. The State 
requires schools to provide learning opportunities in " Natural 
scien.'ie, including instruction in the conservation of natural 
resources . " The Ohio Departaent of Education cooperates with the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources on numerous proje::ts 
including Project Learning Tree, Project Wild, and a new solid 
waste curriculum project called Super Saver l Westioatorg. Two 
other state-of-the-art curriculiun projects have recently been 
completed in cooperation with other organizational Baoa. 
Beakers, and Barrels (hazardous materials) and Against Extinction 
(endangered species). Many schools conduct resident outdoor 
education prr*grams; in fact, some have been doing so for acre 
than thirty years. School land laboratory development also has 
been a major environmental education program in numerous Ohio 
schools . 



OKLAHOMA 
Patti High 

Administrator of Research 

Oklahoma State Department of Education 

2500 North Lincoln, Room B-17 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4599 

(405) 521-3354 

Oklahoma has no specific requir^ents regarding environmental 
education in public schools. Environmental issues, such as 
conservation of natural resources, are taught as part of science 
and social sciences courses. 
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OREGON 

Ray Thiess 

Science Education 

Or'^gon Department of Education 

700 Pringle Parkway SE 

Salem, OR 9730X-0290 

(503) 373-7898 

Oregon has no State requirements for environmental education, but 
policy calls for inclusion of activity in tha X-12 curriculum 
that addresses this area. The Oregon Department of Education 
advocates ProUct Learning Tree, Project Wild and Marine 
Education acti'' ities throughout its system. There is also a 
movement underlay to create an advisory council for environmental 
education in the Department of Education. The Oregon Alliance 
for Environmental and Natural Reeources Education has been 
formed to head this effort. It is hoped the council will be 
adopted by the new State Department of Education /Superintendent 
of Public Instruction in 1990. 



PENNSYLVANIA 

Dean R. Steinhart 

Office of Environmental Education 

Pennsylvania Department of Education 

33 3 Market Street, 14th Floor 

Hairisburg, PA 17126-0333 

(717) 787-9845 

Pennsylvania requires that every student at the secondary level 
receive 30 hours of instruction in environmental studies. 
Regular school visits are made every yvar to ensure compliance 
with this regulation. A scope and sequence for environmental 
education has been developed for grades K-12. In addition, 
technical assistance is being offered to schools interested in 
developing innovative programs at the elementary or secondary 
level. Conservation schools and special conseanration laadership 
schools are offered every summer. Exemplary programs are 
identified and recognized by the OepartsMnt of Sducation. To 
increase environmental awareness among senior high students, an 
annual Envirothon is held that encrjurages students to compete at 
the county and state levels. In 1988, an interstate competition 
was held with Maryland, Massachusetts, and Ohio. Every year, in 
latb October, a special environmentel education week is 
conducted . 
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PUERTO RICO 
Sara Lopaz 

Planning, Information & Education Division 
Puerto Rico Department of Education 
Box 759 

Hato Rey, PR 00919 
(809) 754-7621 

The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico's Department of Education offers 
formal and informal environmental education activities in school 
curricula from the fourth to twelfth grades. Environmental 
issues such as natural resources conservation and protection of 
the environment are integrated into science, social studies, and 
health subjects. The curriculua is designed to cultivate an 
ecological consciousness among students and to encourage their 
participation in programs and projects that involve people's 
relationship with the environment. Areas included are health, 
problems of air and water, and soil pollution. 



RHODE XSLA2<nD 
Donley Taft 

Rhode Island Department of Education 
22 Hayes Street 
Providence, Ri 02908 
(401) 277-2842 

The Rhode Island Department of Education is currently developing 
an integrated language arts/marine biology curriculum for young 
people to reinforce the skills of reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking . Plans are being made to introduce this program 
into the public schools via the Governor's Literacy Program. 
The Audubon Society of Rhode Island and the Department of 
Environmental Management (DEM) have worked in conjunction with 
the Department of Education to produce a series of curriculum 
guides entitled "Rhode Island Naturally," which provide 
comprehensive units on birds, mammals, the seashore, and snakes. 
Another project, "OSCAR'S Options" (Ocean State Cleanup and 
Recycling Program), has a series of activities dsveloned by DEM, 
to provide teachers with lessons on such things as littering, 
hazardous wastes, conservation, recycling, and th« environment. 
Facilitators for Project Learning Tree have b«en trained by DEM 
staff who have worked closely with the Rhode island 
Environmental Education Association in promoting conservation and 
good stewardship. Rhode Island has no Isgislation requiring 
instruction in environmental education. Howev«r, many school 
districts offer coursework in ecology, marine biology, and 
environmental issues. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 

Dr. Lynn Talton 

Office of General Education 

South Carolina Department of Education 

14 29 Senate Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 

(803) 734-8389 

The Defined HiniiQum Program for Sou^ Carolina requires that 
environinental education be addressed in grades 1-8 as part of 
science, social studies, or health. In grades 9-12, 
environmental studies are included as a part of the instructional 
program. The Department of Education provides general assistance 
to school districts with regard to the various aspects of 
environmental education. Project Learning Tree and Project WILD 
workshops are organized in cooperation with the Forestry 
Commission and the Department of Wildlife and Marine Resources. 



SOUTH DAKOTA 
Ron Koth 

Department of Game, Fish and Parks 
445 East Capital 
Pierre, JD 57501-2293 
(605) 773-3381 

The South Dakota Division of Wildlife is conducting Project Wild 
workshops throughout the State. There are currently no State 
requirements in environmental education for public school 
teachers or students. 
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TEXAS 

Dr. Joe Huckestein 
Division of General Education 
Texas Education Agency 
1701 N. Congress Avenue 
Austin, TX 78701-1494 
(512) 463-9585 

The Texas Education Code, Chapter 75, incorporates a course in 
environmental studies as part of the scionce curriculiun at the 
secon4ary school level. Other state agencies that participate in 
environmental education activities are the Texas Conservation 
Foundation and the Solid Waste Division of the Texas Water 
Commission. 



TENNESSEE 

Tom Cannon 

Dr. Padgett Kelly 

Tennessee Department of Education 

4th Floor N. 

Cordell Hall Building 

Nashville, TN 37219 

(619) 741-0725 

Encouraging environmental education is one of the main goals of 
the Tennessee State Board of Education. To this end, the State 
Department of Education has organized a project entitled 
Conservation Education Mow for Tenneese^>« Stude nts f CENTS ^ . in 
collaboration with the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, 
Tennessee Conservation League, and the Tennessee Forestry 
Association. Project CENTS is a program that offers teachers an 
opportunity to educate students to the need for resource 
conservation without altering their present program. CENTS 
provides teaching materials designed for students from grades K- 
12 and organizes training workshops for teachers. To date, over 
9,000 teachers have been trained in Project CENTS. 
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UTAH 

R. LaMar All red 

Science Education 

Utah Stare Office of Education 

250 East 500 South 

Salt Lake City, UT 84111 

(801) 538-7791 

Environmental education in Utah is integrated into the State 
science core curriculum in both elefflentary and secondary 
programs. In addition, several districts have Bwmex or year- 
round outdoor environmental resident science camps where all 
students of a selected grade level are provided appropriate 
experiences in the outdoor seating. In-service training, in 
Project Wild, Project Learning Tree, and Water education, is a 
major component of staff development in environmental education. 
There are no specific State or Federal funds currently available 
for environmental education programs. Utah was one of the 
charter members of the Western Regional Environmental Education 
Council (WREEC) and piloted several environmental education 
programs under mini -grants provided by the WREEC during the early 
1970s. Many of these programs are still ongoing in modified 
forms . 
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VERMONT 
Alan Kousen 

Department of Education 
120 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
(802) 828-3151 

Vermont does not have environmental education requiroments for 
public school teachers or students. The State does, however, 
offer comprehensive science -Framevorks" for education, which 
contain elements of environmental education. These "Frameworks" 
are available for grades K-12 and in BMny instances cross 
curricula lines with the Social Studies component in the 
discussion of Science Technology In Society programs and 
initiatives. Vermont's DepartjMnt of Education also offers 
opportunities for teacher training and environmental curricula 
development through collaborative efforts with other State 
agencies and the State university and college system. These 
efforts include developing statewide curricula which serve the 
needs of environmental agencies and the Department of Education. 
Programs of national significance (Project Zieaming Tree, Project 
WILD, etc.) are supported and utiliie professional teachers 
trained in each to act as facilitators. Besides the interagency 
collaboration with the Department of Natural Resources and the 
Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation, several residential 
and nonresidential private racilities offer programs for teachers 
and students. These proviae a "hands-on" experience and enjoy 
popularity which extends beyond the State's boundaries. 



VIRGINIA 

Dr. Joseph Exline 

Department of Education, Box 6-Q 

14th & Franklin Streets 

Richmond, VA 23216 

(804) 225-2099 

Environa»ntal education in Virginia is a significant component in 
the science program of the State's public school system. Under 
the Virginia Standards of Accreditation, each school is required 
to implement the Standards of Leamino Oblectivea. Approximately 
40 per cent of the learning objectives in the science program are 
related to environmental education. The Science Service of the 
Virginia Department of Education has coordinated the 
Environmental Education Supplementary Curriculum and Project 
Learning Tree since 1982. Efforts to promote environmental 
awareness are also undertaken by individual school systems, 
private groups, and other State agencies. 



WASHINGTON 



David Kennedy 

Depertjnent of Public Instruction 
Old Capitol Building, FG-11 
Olympia, WA Ofl504 
(206) 753-6737 

The Washington State Legislature and the State Board of Education 
specify that the environment be included as a topic of 
instruction in the public school curriculiim. A comprehensive 

document, g^viypy^ffi^nt^; Education Guidelines for Washington 

Schools , has been developed by the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction to form the framework for extensive environmental 
education in all public schools. The guidelines cover a variety 
of subjects with special emphasis on the environment. They 
provide teachers with suggestions for educating young people, 
grades K-12, about the environment. In addition, the State 
Department of Ecology has initiated a school program called, ^ 
Way with Waste , to educate students on waste management and 
recycling issues. 



WEST VIRGINIA 

Thomas J . Currie 

Office of General Education 

West Virginia Department of Education 

Capitol Complex, Room B-330 

1900 Washington Street, Bldg. #6 

Charleston, wv 25305 

(304) 348-7805 

The West Virginia State Department of Natural Resources is in the 
process of developing educational materials on the subjects of 
solid waste dispoaal, litter cleanups, and other environmental 
issues. The State legislature also requires the development of 
goals and strategies regarding environmental education, and 
assisting elementary and secondary students in achieving these 
goals. The Department of Education assists in disseminating 
information and materials to schools. 



WISCONSIN 



David C, Engleson , - 

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
P.O. Box 7841 
Madison, WI 53707 
(608) 267-9266 

Instruction in environmental education is required for Wisconsin 
certification o£ all new teachers In early childhood, ele«atrntary , 
agriculture, science, and social studies education. Included in 
the requirement is instruction dealing with natural resovzce:? and 
their conservation, ecological principles, the energy in physical 
sy& terns, people-environment interactions, effective environnontal 
education methods, curriculum integration, and methods of 
teaching citizen action skills. Environmental education must be 
integrated into curriculum plans of all subject areas with the 
greatest emphasis in the plans for art, health, science r- and 
social studies education. The Department of Public Instruction 
is working closely with six Demonstration Environmental Education 
School Districts to develop a local plan . for environmental 
education. Wisconsin also has a certifiable secondary 
major /minor program and a newly proposed elementary minor in 
environmental studies. The state also participates in Project 
teaming Tree, Project WILD, The CIASS. Project, and numerous 
other programs . 



WYOMING 
Bill Futrell 

V^omiiig Department of Education 
H&thaway Building ~ 2nd Floor 
Cheyenne, WY 82002-0050 
(307) 777-624? 

Environmental education is infused into various disciplines in 
all grades in the public school oystesi rather than being taught 
as a 8«s>arete course. The State Department of Education assists 
local school districts in dsveloping curricula to incorporate 
environmental ethics and issues. Teaching materials are 
developed in conjunction with the U.S. Forest Service, the 
Wyoming Game A Fish Department, and oth^r State agencies. 
Project WILD and Project Learning Tree programs are also used 
extensively in the State. 



